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sors. Borne was just beginning to build up an empire in Italy
when Macedon had conquered the whole world. Neither
Eome nor Carthage was at that time of any consequence in
the Grecian economy. Livy doubts whether contemporary
Komans had even heard of Alexander, and while Alexander
had learned of Carthage through Tyre, if he had heard of

Theatre of Sanmite Wars.

Rome, it was only through the dim mist of the stories of
Greek tradesmen who sailed the western Mediterranean.
Yet Rome and Carthage were preparing to fight for the
supremacy of the world, while the vast possessions of Alex-
ander were crumbling into dust.

The Samnite wars, more than any other, laid the founda-
tion of the greatness of Rome, solidified the army organiza-
tion, taught the men to fight in mountains as well as on the
level, and to contend with the various difficulties, uncertain-employed lines of circum- and contravalla-
